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1870, the Point Arena Light Station was rebuilt 
following its destruction by the devastating 
1906 earthquake along the San Andreas 
Fault. The old brick and mortar construction 
was replaced with a new design featuring 
steel reinforcement rods encased in concrete 
to withstand future earthquakes. Point Arena 
Light Station was the first lighthouse to be 
built in this manner. 

The new Lighthouse stands 115 feet tall and 
began operation in 1908, nearly 18 months 
after the quake. The Light Station is home to 
a First Order Fresnel Lens built in France and 
one of very few left in the United States. It is 
six feet in diameter and weighs more than six 
tons. The lens is made up of 666 hand-ground 
glass prisms all focused toward three sets of 
double bull’s eyes. It gave the Point Arena 
Lighthouse its unique ‘‘light signature’’ of two 
flashes every six seconds. This incredible 
optic, that holds an appraised value of over 
$3.5 million, is set in solid brass framework. 

Prior to the introduction of electricity, the 
lens was rotated by a clockwork mechanism. 
The Keepers, or ‘‘wickies’’ as they were 
called, had to hand crank a 160-pound weight 
up the center shaft of the lighthouse every 75 
minutes to keep the lens turning. Later, two 
1,000 watt electric lamps were installed to re-
place the oil lamp, and an electric motor was 
installed to replace the clockworks. 

In 1977, an automated aircraft-type beacon 
on the balcony tower, and the historic First 
Order Fresnel Lens was discontinued. The 
400-pound aircraft beacon was recently re-
placed by a modern rotating light that incor-
porates the Fresnel principles for the efficient 
projection of light. In addition, a radio beacon, 
with a 50-mile signal that originates from the 
station, also assists mariners. The original oil 
lamp was visible for approximately 18 miles, 
the 1st Order Fresnel Lens for 20 miles and 
the current modern rotating light can be seen 
for 16 miles. In 1978, the fog signal at the sta-
tion was silenced, and a bell buoy was placed 
nearby. 

In 1984, The Coast Guard and the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation transferred the 
Point Arena Light Station to the Point Arena 
Lighthouse Keepers, a nonprofit organization 
as part of a 25-year land lease. In 2000, the 
PALK became the official owners of the prop-
erty due to their diligent historic preservation 
and educational efforts. Daily visitation, gift 
store sales, memberships and the rental of the 
historic Keeper’s homes on the property as 
vacation houses, provide income for ongoing 
preservation, facility upgrades and educational 
endeavors. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing the ongoing contribution 
and historic significance of one of America’s 
treasures, the 101-year-old Point Arena Light 
Station. 
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Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.Res. 838. I am proud to be a co-

sponsor of this important resolution which wel-
comes His Holiness Bartholomew, Archbishop 
of Constantinople, New Rome, to the United 
States of America. 

His Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew has been a tireless advocate for re-
ligious freedom, Muslim-Christian dialogue, 
and international environmental protection. He 
has been internationally recognized for his 
work to improve our worldwide community in 
many ways. 

His work in the Muslim world advocating for 
religious understanding and tolerance and his 
efforts with victims of soviet oppression have 
earned him the title of ‘‘Patriarch of Peace.’’ In 
2008, His Holiness was named one of the 100 
most influential people in the world by Time 
Magazine. 

Madam Speaker, while I am pleased that 
the House of Representatives is expressing 
our strong support for Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and his leadership on many im-
portant issues, it is equally as important that I 
address the fact that the Patriarchate itself op-
erates under numerous unfair restrictions im-
posed by the Turkish Government, where the 
Patriarchate is located. Unfortunately, the Pa-
triarchate’s property rights, its ability to open 
religious schools, and other issues of religious 
freedom must be properly addressed by the 
Turkish Government. I hope that the United 
States and the world community will work with 
the Government of Turkey to end this terrible 
crime of inhibiting religious freedoms. 

I am pleased to welcome His Holiness Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew to the United 
States and I look forward to joining with our 
country’s leaders to formally welcome His Ho-
liness to Washington. I look forward to learn-
ing from him and working with the Greek Or-
thodox Community in the United States to 
bring full religious freedom to the Patriarchate. 
His Holiness has been instrumental in bringing 
light to those who have lived in darkness and 
helping those who need it most. We all benefit 
from his teachings. 

I urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING 
OF WINSTON WALKER 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. Winston Walker, a 
Korean War veteran and a Northwest Florida 
community leader who passed away on Octo-
ber 29, 2009. Mr. Walker spent his life serving 
his country and his community, and I am 
proud to honor his dedication and his service. 

Born in Baker, Florida on December 10, 
1925, Winston was a life-long Florida resident. 
He graduated from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point in 1949 and became 
an Air Force officer. After serving honorably 
during the Korean War, Winston returned to 
Okaloosa County, Florida in 1954. He was ap-
pointed to fill a vacant seat on the Fort Walton 
Beach City Council in 1957, and then became 
City Manager shortly thereafter. 

Winston worked for the city for 23 years as 
City Manager, and many credit him for being 
instrumental in transforming Fort Walton 

Beach from a small town into the thriving city 
it is today. He retired as Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Ready Bank. He was also a 32nd De-
gree Mason and a lifelong member of St. Si-
mons on the Sound Episcopal Church. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 
Winston Walker as a Northwest Florida leader. 
Winston will be remembered as an important 
part of the fabric of our community. My wife 
Vicki and I offer our prayers for his family as 
we remember and honor the life of Winston 
Walker. 
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ST. SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great honor and enthusiasm that I congratu-
late Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church as 
they join together in celebration of their 95th 
anniversary. The parishioners, along with Par-
ish Priest, Father Marko Matic, and Parish 
President, Mr. Dennis Svilar, will be cele-
brating this very momentous occasion on Sun-
day, November 8, 2009. Festivities will begin 
with Divine Liturgy, followed by a banquet and 
program featuring Mr. Nicholas Chabraja as 
the guest speaker. This special event will take 
place at Saint Elijah Hall in Merrillville, Indi-
ana. 

Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, which 
was founded in Gary, Indiana, and is now lo-
cated in Merrillville is one of the Midwest’s old-
est parishes. The tradition of Saint Sava’s is 
well-known throughout Northwest Indiana be-
cause of the continued efforts of the clergy 
and parishioners over the past 95 years to 
perpetuate the Serbian Orthodox faith and tra-
ditions. In 1914, the founders proclaimed the 
mission of their new church before the Sec-
retary of State in Indianapolis, Indiana. Their 
mission is as follows: ‘‘The purpose of this 
parish is to preach the Word of God (the Lord 
Jesus) and take spiritual care of its members; 
to spread goodness, justice, brotherly love, 
and respect among its members.’’ 

Named for Saint Sava, the first Archbishop 
of the Serbian church, Saint Sava’s first formal 
church-school congregation was organized in 
1914, followed by the first church in 1915. 
From there, the parishioners built the first 
church and school on 20th Avenue and Con-
necticut Street in Gary. Through difficult eco-
nomic times, the parishioners at Saint Sava 
continued with their mission, and after the 
Great Depression, the parish built an even 
larger church, school, and parish hall on 13th 
Avenue and Connecticut in Gary in order to 
accommodate their rapidly growing member-
ship. This building remained until a dev-
astating fire consumed it in February of 1978, 
causing Saint Sava’s to quickly relocate to a 
newly constructed chapel in a parish hall they 
had built years earlier. This hall, located in Ho-
bart, Indiana, had been utilized as a place for 
summer meetings and family picnics. 

From 1978 until 1991, Saint Sava’s Liturgy 
continued to be performed in the Hobart chap-
el. However, it was during this time that long-
time parish priest, Very Reverend Father 
Jovan Todorovich, and the church board 
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